Introduction to the Jarvis Elementary Social Learning Program

The Delta School District offers an outline of Elementary Social Learning on its website.  This letter elaborates upon this outline in view of our program here at Jarvis.

The Social Learning Classroom

Our Students

Students in our program are here because they have a history of engaging in challenging behaviours that have significantly impeded their progress in mainstream classrooms.  Each student is assigned via a referral to Special Programs.  Our classroom usually has a maximum of 10 students in the Grade 4 -6 range.

Our Educational Team

At its core, 1 teacher and 2 teaching assistants work directly in the Social Learning Program.  However, the team extends through the school.  Specifically, we work closely with our school administrators; school counselors; classroom teachers and child and youth care worker.  Additionally, we work regularly with our District Special Education staff (ie: coordinator, psychologist, speech and language pathologist, etc).

Program Focus

Behaviour Management

We are committed to working closely with each student in order to identify the specific skills, strategies and supports that they require in order to experience greater school success.  The necessary skills, strategies and supports will be addressed in each student’s Individual Education Plan.

Five core behaviour management strategies in place for all of our students are listed below.

1.  Clear and predictable routines.

2.  Clear classroom expectations that emphasize working cooperatively and speaking appropriately.

3.  Reinforcement for positive behaviour through Classroom Cash which earns free time and/or student chosen items.

4.  The availability of a Quiet Study Area:  a room within our room where students can choose to go to take a short break or work quietly.  It is also a place where students may be redirected to by teaching staff.

5.  Consistent and predictable consequences for good choices and bad choices.

a.  Classroom Cash and Privileges for good choices (following expected behaviours.

b.  No Points or Cash and "Off Points" – students who choose to ignore adult requests or disrupt other students must serve a time out away from other students, complete a Think Sheet and apologize before returning to class.  Students receive a yellow line on their daily behaviour chart.  More than one yellow line means losing Fantastic Friday privileges.

6.  Direct instruction and rehearsal of strategies to prevent and diffuse inappropriate behaviour eg. taking breaks, physical activity, relaxation.

Social Skills

We will use a number of evidence-based programs which are effective in teaching and promoting positive behaviour and social skills.  These programs include "Stop and Think",  "Tools for Getting Along" and "Social Thinking".  We will use social skills powerpoints, videos and role plays and create our own videos.

Maintenance of regular curriculum goals.
Students can expect to complete work at their grade level if they are capable of it.  Any modifications and adaptations that are made will be made in accordance with a student’s IEP.  Additionally, students can expect to have homework assignments to complete if assigned work is not completed during the day.  The amount of  homework will go up as the amount of time in integrated classes is increased.

Integration

Students will be integrated into Recess and Lunch outside activities immediately and into “regular classrooms” as soon as possible.  They will need to demonstrate proper classroom behaviour and work effort in the Social Learning classroom before classroom integration begins.  All integration begins with TA (teaching assistant) support and the support will fade as the students become more independent.  When the student is successful with an integration class, an additional class would be added and so on.  Usually, the initial integration classes are subjects such as PE, Art, Computer, etc with the more demanding academic classes coming later.

Social/Emotional Development.
Each student will have individual needs in these general domains.  We will work with each student to identify the skills and supports they require to achieve growth in these areas.  They will be noted in the student’s IEP.


Placement Duration

During the third term, each student’s placement in the Social Learning Program is reevaluated.  We consider a number of factors when making recommendations for the next school year.  These factors include a review of the student’s work performance over the past year and an assessment of the types of supports the student is likely to require.  If applicable, a transition plan for returning a student to their home school or another Social Learning Program will be drafted at this time.

School & Caregiver Responsibilities

Students clearly benefit from knowing that their school and caregivers are working closely together.  To this end, I have listed some key School and Caregiver responsibilities below.  Our ability to work together as a team will be pivotal in providing your child with the care and structure they require.

School responsibilities:

· schedule a minimum of three meetings per year to discuss the student’s progress and communicate with other team members

· send home information on a daily basis informing them of their child’s learning, successes, difficulties and homework.  Please feel free to contact me by phone or email at lunch, after school or at home if you have questions or concerns.  

Parent responsibilities:

· review the daily planner and point sheet with your child and initial it

· keep the school updated on significant behaviour/emotional patterns that are emerging at home or life changes that may affect your child’s behaviour at school

· ensure that someone is available to pick up your child at all times should their behaviour require such a call.

Parental  Agreement to Pick Up Child


It is a requirement of the Jarvis program that parents have someone available to pickup their child from school at short notice (no more than 1 hour). 


It is very important that our positive behaviour plans are supported at home.  By Grades 4 - 6, students are beginning to develop the ability to regulate their emotions and behaviour by using the strategies we directly teach, rehearse and reinforce.  These strategies include taking a break, taking deep breaths or going for a walk or run (or other personalized supports.)  We provide encouragement, prompting and direct support. 


Some days, despite everyone’s best efforts, students are not able to use any strategies to control their behaviour.  We sometimes find out afterwards that they are not feeling well, have had a very late night, an issue at home, or forgot their medication.  These are called Setting Events.  On these days your child is not capable of learning at school anymore than if they were physically ill.


If your child repeatedly escalates to the point of losing control, cannot be calmed down after 40 - 45 minutes, or is repeatedly physically or verbally aggressive (including swearing) to adults, you will be asked to come to school immediately and pick them up.  

We do not use restraint or seclusion as a calm down technique or strategy.  

These are extreme measures which should only be used to stop a child from injuring themselves or others and can lead to physical or emotional injury of the child or supporting adults.  Your child may return to school the next day and we will problem solve with them.  It is helpful for you to determine if there were any events that could be changed at home to prevent further incidents.


We have found that students like coming to school and do not want to be sent home.  Your help in not reinforcing the behaviour which required the student to be sent home is important.  No videos, games, computers, TV or treats should be available at home on these days.
Please provide us with a contact number for school hours and have a designated person(s) available to pickup your student as soon as possible.  

Any work that the student would miss from the day will be sent home and is to be completed before the start of the next school day.  

Agreement between Jarvis Traditional School and ____________________________

I/we agree with and support these procedures.

___________________________                           ____________________________

Parent






      Parent

____________________

Date

We look forward to working with your family and student!

 
Jarvis Traditional School

Social Learning Program

Parent IEP Input Form
Date:  ________________________

 
To the Parent(s)/Guardians of  _______________________________________

 
It is time to begin the planning process for this year.  Your input is very important in developing a plan that is right for your child.  Using your responses and information from the child, and his/her teachers a rough draft of the IEP will be created for use as a basis for discussion at the IEP meeting.

 
Please complete this information sheet and return it to Ms. Palmer by Sept. 17/10.  If you need additional space, feel free to attach another sheet of paper.  Thank you.

 
1.  What did you see as your child’s successes last school year?

 
 
 
 
 
2.  What challenges have you noted?

 
 
 
 
 
3.  What are his/her academic strengths and other special skills or abilities?

 
 
 
 
 
4.  What behavioral and social skills issues are concerns?  Are you working with any community organizations?  What strategies work at home?

 
 
 
 
 
5.  Consider your child’s organizational skills and study skills.  Do they seem appropriate for his/her grade level?  Does your child have difficulty with homework assignments?
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6.  List any classroom modifications or accommodations that seem helpful to your child.

 
 
 
 
7.  Do you feel that accommodations will be needed if standardized tests (FSA's) are taken during the school year?

 
8.  Is there any type of classroom that might be better for your child’s learning style or self-image?  (Examples might include the need for a highly structured environment, emphasis on hands-on learning, or preference for group work).

 
 
 
 
 
9.  What helps your child to learn?  (For example:  enjoys projects, needs things read to him/her, needs time limits).

 
 
 
 
 
10.  Does your child wear prescription glasses/contact lenses, hearing aids, or other assistive devices?

 
 
 
 
 
11.  Does your child currently take disability related medication?  If so, please list the name of the prescription, the dosage, and when it is taken.

 
 
 
 
 
 
12.  Please use the space below to list any other comments or concerns that you may have.  Thank you.
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